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Nicaragua is the largest Central American country by area, covering more than 50,000 square miles

(130,000 sq. km). It is a land of beaches lapped by sparkling seawater, deep forests, long winding

rivers, colonial cities, ancient Amerindian temples and cities, and a huge freshwater lake - the only

lake in the world with sharks in it! From the 1920s until 1979, Nicaragua was ruled by the corrupt

Somoza family, which was supported by the United States. During the 1980s, the country became a

controversial Cold War battleground, with factions backed by the U.S. and Soviet Union. Since the

mid-2000s, the country has been relatively stable, although its people remain among the poorest in

Central America. There's a lot to discover about Nicaragua! Each title in this series contains color

photos, maps, a chronology of events related to the country, recipes, list of festivals, ideas for

projects and reports, and back matter including: an index, further reading lists for books and internet

resources, and a series glossary. Mason Crests editorial team has placed Key Icons to Look for

throughout the books in this series in an effort to encourage library readers to build knowledge, gain

awareness, explore possibilities and expand their viewpoints through our content rich non-fiction

books. Key Icons are as follows: Words to Understand are shown at the front of each chapter with

definitions. These words are then used in the prose throughout that chapter, and are emboldened,

so that the reader is able to reference back to the definitions- building their vocabulary and

enhancing their reading comprehension. Sidebars are highlighted graphics with content rich material

within that allows readers to build knowledge and broaden their perspectives by weaving together

additiona
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